
 
      

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Autumn newsletter of the Justice and Peace 
Co-ordinating Council, which we hope you find varied and interesting.   

 
Articles in this newsletter are as follows: 

• Update: Justice and Peace Refugee Project, Newcastle  
• A Short History of RASPS 
• Joe’s Place, Gateshead 
• Mental Health Campaign, Tyne and Wear Citizens.  
• Limitless Zeal, some thoughts  
• Laudato Si’, some practical suggestions  
• The life of Edith Stein  
• Book review: “Pope Francis and the Mission of the Church”  
• Upcoming CAFOD events  
• What’s coming up nationally  

 

 October 13th 11.00am, Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle, to mark the Canonisation of Oscar Romero, patron 

of the National Justice and Peace Network  
We regularly update our webpage on the Diocesan website. This can be accessed by 
going on the diocesan website; 
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace.php.  
 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have signed up in the past to receive information from 
the Justice and Peace Co-Ordinating Council.  If you no longer wish to receive this please contact me 
at lizarchibald.justiceandlizarchiblad.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 

We do not share your details with any third parties 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

Justice and Peace News 
Autumn 2018 

Head of Justice and Peace Dep’t: Fr. Chris Hughes 0191 257 5801 
chris1707hughes@live.co.uk 
J&P Co-ordinating Council Chair / newsletter: Liz Archibald 
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Justice and Peace Refugee Project  
                                                               
Based at: Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre 
2 Summerhill Grove NE4 6EE 
Opening times Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
11.00am to 1.45pm 

 

The Justice and Peace Refugee Project has been assisting refugees and asylum seekers in Tyne and Wear 
since 2001.However, the demands of increasing numbers means that it is now struggling to maintain the 
service levels that it wants to provide for its clients. More help is needed. If you can assist with donations 
of food, clothes or money, please do so. Many parishes and some schools regularly collect specific items of 
food for us and for this we are grateful.    

News at a glance 

We have had 180 new clients join us at The Refugee Project between the months of June and August. 

 In the month of July over 1,750 food bags were given out to attending clients (5 week month). In 
August just over 1,650 bags of food were given out (4 week month). 

 Standing order payments can now be made through The Justice and Peace website.  
 We have recently started to use the Diocese Facebook and Twitter feeds to encourage people to 

donate to the Project. 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Food donations  

This is what we need: Tinned meat, tinned tomatoes, baked beans, plain rice, sugar, tinned fish, tea bags, biscuits 
(these items make up the food bag which we give to each client once a week). 

  Tinned fruit, sweet corn, cooking oil, jam, cereal, tinned chickpeas and kidney beans, small jars of coffee, plus 
toothpaste, shampoo, body wash, hand wash, sanitary pads (no tampons). These can be swapped for items in the 
food bag. 

  All products must be ‘In Date’ and ideally have a good shelf life. 

  Out of date products 

  Products already opened 

Clothes and others items 

  Clean clothes in good condition (18 years plus) 

  Ladies and men’s shoes in good condition (trainers preferred for men) 



  Clean duvets (double and single) 

  Clean pillows 

  Clean towels in good condition 

  Kitchen crockery (including large clean pans) 

  Suitcases and Backpacks 

  Electrical goods 

  Sharp utensils 

  Children and baby clothes or toys 

  Dirty clothes or torn clothes  

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO  

D. H&N DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND AND SENT TO: 

Leah Stephenson, Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre. 2 Summerhill Grove, Newcastle upon Tyne NE4 6EE. 

OR a STANDING ORDER can be set up using the following link: 
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace.php and follow the instructions in the Donation 
section towards the bottom of the page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sorting out food and clothes donations at the JPRP. 
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A Short History of RASPS 
(Refugee Asylum Seeker Project Stockton) 

 
We started our journey as ‘St. Mary’s Drop-in Centre’ in the old school rooms, in Stockton on Tees in May 
2002. Small beginnings with about 20 Asylum Seekers and Refugees, having tea and biscuits, socialising 
with friendly faces, support from each other, and the voluntary helpers. 
 
Activities were based around sewing Kaftans for a ladies’ choir, making costumes for the Tees Valley World 
Drummers and knitting squares to make blankets for Romania. Table tennis and chess were played, 
birthdays were celebrated, and when money became available, trips to the seaside, as a summer treat with 
a barbecue on the beach. 
 
Then the Parish Centre in the old school was sold for flats development, and we began a nomadic 
existence. 
 
The Baptist Tabernacle housed us for a while, but numbers had increased to 40-60 and we needed more 
space. 
 
Stockton Parish Church offered use of their Parish Hall and we stayed for 8 years, Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons each week, with increasing numbers, (60-80) and activities. Ladies using the sewing machines 
to tailor clothes to fashion, and shortening jeans by the male tailors was a regular activity. Haircutting was, 
and still is, done by volunteer asylum seekers. 
 
It was about this time that we thought RASPS would be a more suitable name as it fitted the tasks we were 
faced with, and recognition from the community resulted in the ‘Community Groups Award’ trophy, from 
the Catalyst organisation. 
 
As a number of the asylum seekers do not speak English, classes were run at a basic level by volunteers, 
and also used to help signpost to those organisations that could help and support them in their life here. 
 
Involvement with SIRF (Stockton International Riverside Festival), over 3-4 years, had us making colourful 
costumes and taking part in the street parade. This encouraged us to apply for a Lottery Grant which to our 
astonishment we got. So, in spring 2017 weeks were spent honing skills in circus acts, dancing and creative 
arts, culminating in August with an entertaining “Celebration “day of food and fun. Because numbers had 
gone up again, we had needed more space to practise for the above, so we negotiated a move of the 
Thursday session to Yarm Road Methodist Community Hall. This was so successful that a decision was 
made to hold all our Drop-ins at Yarm Road. 
 
In autumn term of 2016, 11 occupational therapy students in the final year of their degree programme 
from York St. John University School of Health Sciences visited, to “critically explore the experience of 
women who are seeking asylum and refugee status in the UK and their participation in activity groups”. 
 



Confidential discussions were arranged with individual women, and students had to complete a research 
project. 
 
The outcome of this was that in the autumn of 2017 the next group of final year students in groups of 3-5, 
came along and ran a series of sessions for women which included cooking, creative art work, and working 
with young children. They had also been funded to provide the materials and toys for the project, and one 
of the previous students had won a prize for an outstanding research project, which has been accepted for 
discussion at an International Conference of health workers. 
 
Funding had always been an issue.  Individual contributions and local support such as Project ONE and 
from The Mayors Fund, Rotary and other sources helped. At one time funds were very low and we 
questioned whether we should close. 
 
Now, with financial help from Hexham and Newcastle Diocese and the Darlington District of the Methodist 
Church, we are financially secure for 2 years. 
 
Some volunteers have been supporters from the beginning, others come and go. We are now a very 
ecumenical group of people; and more local volunteers are always welcome so that we have adequate 
coverage and supervision. 
 
Some volunteers accompany asylum seekers to their Tribunal Appeal (before a Judge) hearing, at 
Newcastle or even further afield if necessary. 
 
With an average of 76 asylum seekers attending each drop-in session in Feb/Mar 2018 (108 at 2 of them), 
you can meet many nationalities, at least 25-30 at one session. Many languages can be heard and we can 
always find an interpreter for a new asylum seeker.  
 
So why not think about giving some time to a rewarding volunteering job? 
 
We encourage those asylum seekers who wish to help, to do so. After all, many had a professional or 
managerial role, are used to responsibility, and anyone can wash-up the tea cups, set out the tables and 
chairs, tidy up and sweep the floor after the sessions, supervise table tennis or pool.  A young man from 
Pakistan organises this and more. 
 
A team of 20 now do this necessary work, not all together, because a visit to sign on at the police station or 
solicitor, or in the case of those have been granted leave to stay for 3 or 5 years or indefinitely, the Job 
Centre for training, or attending classes to fit themselves for a job, has to be priority. 
 
They all have hopes for their future in this country; safe, free from fear, with new friends, but often 
without contact with family who may still be in a camp somewhere or worse… 

 
Could you help to make their hopes come to fruition? 

 
Keith Burrows  



Joe’s Place 
Joe’s Place is located in St. Joseph’s Parish Centre in Gateshead. It has provided a warm welcome and hot, 
freshly cooked food to anyone in need, every Wednesday since May 2014. Many volunteers have been 
working on the project since it began, though new volunteers are always needed, and some of our clients 
have now become regular helpers. 

Parishioners throughout Gateshead support this project by donating canned and dried food for the store 
cupboard and help to fund the purchase of fresh food items like milk, bread, salad and fruit. Greggs donate 
fresh foodstuffs, which are collected every Tuesday evening for use the next day. Young people working 
towards achieving the John Paul II Award regularly assist on Tuesday evenings by preparing the hall and 
collecting the Greggs’ foods. Local schools regularly donate food, and also collect toiletries which we can 
distribute to those in need. Joe’s Place is also helped by local people or businesses who donate food or 
money as part of their charitable projects. 

Joe’s Place is a great success and there is obviously a real need for the work being done there. Over 200 
meals or puddings are served every Wednesday. Our cooks are amazing and the menu might include 
scrambled egg on toast, mince and dumplings, corned beef hash, jacket potatoes or curry and rice. 
Favourite desserts are rice pudding and jam, cake and custard, or fruit crumbles and sometimes we offer 
jelly and ice-cream. We are able to give people a pack of sandwiches, fruit and dried soups to take away 
with them. We also help by distributing donated clothing, bedding etc.  

Helpers arrive at 8am to start preparing hot food, and some of our visitors are there then. We provide hot 
drinks and biscuits, until the meals are ready to serve. Everyone is served at their table by one of our 
volunteers. It has been humbling to see how many people of all ages are in need of a safe, welcoming place 
and a hot meal. Over the years we have come to know many of our regular visitors, and it’s good to be able 
to give them a greeting when we see them around the local area through the week.  

Sometimes there are challenges, and difficult behaviour but our clients are generally appreciative of what 
is done. They are respectful of the ‘church’ space and of the fact that we are volunteers and not paid to be 
there! We treat them with respect and care, and they recognise that, so very few problem situations 
develop.   

The volunteers, and all who support this project, have enabled Joe’s Place to reach out to help some of the 
many vulnerable, lonely and needy people in our area. Not everyone is able to come along to help, but 
without the kind donations of food from all the parishes we would not be able to function. Together we 
are all trying to live out Christ’s message of ‘loving our neighbour’.  

Bernadette Hirst  

 



The scandal of inadequate mental health care in our 
region: a denial of our God-given dignity 
The recent articles in Northern Cross focusing on Catholic Social Teaching have emphasised that one of its 
fundamental principles is the inherent dignity of the human person. Human beings were made in the 
image and likeness of God and the intrinsic dignity of the human person will be upheld only when basic 
human needs are met. When such needs are not met, as a society we all suffer.  Every person has a right 
for basic needs to be met since this is central to the integrity of what it means to be human. 

In my work with Tyne and Wear Citizens, it has become very clear that the need for adequate health care is 
not being met in the region, particularly mental health needs. This was brought home to me last year 
listening to about thirty pupils from St Thomas More Academy in North Shields, who spoke of long waiting 
lists for access to referrals to the Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMS). They also 
describe receiving little understanding from some GPs and the poor state of repair of buildings young 
people experienced when getting access to mental health care. 

In subsequent weeks it became clear that their concerns were not a one-off isolated issue. When the more 
than twenty institutions that are part of Tyne and Wear Citizens met in September of last year to vote on 
which campaigns to concentrate on for the coming year, the biggest concern was inadequate mental 
health care. 

The focus of the campaign over the last twelve months has been setting up a Commission, which has 
subsequently received over 280 written submissions describing the inadequacy of the mental health care 
they or their loved ones have received. At the present time the Mental Health Action team is working on 
preparing a number of ‘asks’ to those in positions of power in the NHS, Statutory Services and Civic Society 
to improve the quality of mental health care in the region. These ‘asks’ include working with young people 
to re-design local Community Mental Health Service Clinics, working with local police, NHS Foundation 
Trusts and Clinical Commissioning Groups to develop suicide protocols, and working with local universities 
to train people to be able to deliver training and services (?) in the area for Mental Health First Aid, so that 
Mental Health First Aiders are available to students and staff in our universities. 

The culmination of the campaign will be on November 22nd at the Civic Centre Newcastle, where we will be 
seeking commitments from those in the NHS, Statutory Services, and Civic Society to respond to a list of 
‘asks’. Anyone in the diocese is able to take part. If you would like to be at the assembly tickets can be 
obtained at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tyne-wear-citizens-mental-health-assembly-tickets-
47277143208 

If you would like more information please contact me on 0191 257 5801 or email 
chris1707hughes@live.co.uk. 

It is hard to believe that in the sixth largest economy in the world that basic mental health needs of 
children, women and men are not being met. As well as actively supporting the dignity of the human 
person, Catholic Social Teaching also calls us to deep and profound solidarity with all those suffering or 
afflicted. Please see the first paragraph of the Pastoral Constitution of the Second Vatican Council, 
Gaudium et Spes, where all the faithful are called to be in solidarity with the whole of the human race. 
Therefore, for us all, it is important to be attentive to those who are suffering mental illness and are not 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tyne-wear-citizens-mental-health-assembly-tickets-47277143208
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being adequately cared for, so that working with them, we can ensure that such basic needs are met. I 
hope you can join us on November 22nd. 

For more information on Catholic Social Teaching, please contact maryalicelouise@outlook.com 

 

Fr. Chris Hughes 
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Limitless Zeal 
The phrase has a “long and fierce history” in scripture; according to Henry Wansbrough it conjures up images of 
bloodshed and killing. So it seems a bit odd that Pope Paul VI should use it in one of his best known writings. 
Nonetheless, it’s a good phrase, and a great quote: 

“The first means of evangelization is the witness of an authentically Christian life…given over to 
one’s neighbour with limitless zeal.” Evangelii Nuntiandi, 41. 

I’ve sometimes wondered whether this is a big reason for people joining a Justice and Peace or SVP group. Probably 
not but it’s worth thinking about. 

Increasingly the Church is calling us to rediscover our vocation as missionary disciples, to go out to the whole world 
and share the Good News; but the obvious question, and one that people have been asking for a long time, is how? 
Clearly, giving one’s life to one’s neighbour (and preferably with limitless zeal) is a good answer. 

Yet is this enough? The encyclical itself suggests not- the very next paragraph emphasises the “necessity of 
preaching” the gospel as well. All well and good, but how do we do that when we’re visiting someone who’s sick, or 
campaigning against fracking? Why isn’t it enough to let our actions speak for themselves? 

Perhaps these aren’t the right questions. Listen to some of the conversations recorded on the website People, Faith 
and Justice (https://www.peoplefaithjustice.org.uk/). One of the subjects they discuss is whether Catholics are 
obliged to get involved in “Church Justice and Peace stuff”. Their answers suggest they’re more motivated by love 
than a desire to evangelise, which is exactly as it should be. Even so, we shouldn’t overlook that our struggle for 
justice can help people see and experience God’s love as well as our own. 

The Church is supposed to be the light of the nations, attracting everyone to the fullness of God’s love. Recent 
revelations of child abuse, and our inability to deal with it adequately, make that increasingly difficult. However, our 
solidarity with the needy and powerless expressed in practical ways and often at great cost, is surely the best 
antidote we have to this malaise. In our compassion for others we reveal the power of God’s love, lighting up the 
world more brightly than any billboard in Piccadilly Circus or Times Square. 

            Jeremy Cain  
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Implementing Laudato Si’    
  
What you can do in a practical way to implement some of the ideas in Pope Francis` Encyclical: “Laudato 
Si`: Praise be to you my Lord”, about care of the planet. 
 
Below are some suggestions arising for discussions between the Diocesan Office and Justice and Peace 
members. These suggestions are for your parish/community/place of work/home etc. 
  

• Introduce bins for paper, plastic, metals and glass. 
• Use biodegradable cups for tea/coffee and glasses for water. 
• Reduce the amount of paper used. 
• Introduce signs reminding people to switch off lights and appliances. 
• Explore the use of green energy and solar panels. 
• Install water butts. 
• Be a collecting point for items for the Refugee project and Mercy Hub. 
• Display images that remind us of the “awe and wonder” of our planet. 

 
  
Further reading:  
 
On Care for Our Common Home: The Encyclical Laudato Si` with Commentary 
by Sean McDonagh    ISBN 978-1-62698-173-7   £10.65 
 
This commentary on the Encyclical helps to put into plainer language the principles of the Pope`s 
concern for the environment. It helps groups who want to discuss the Encyclical. 
  
Laudato Si`. CTS. £4.95 

 
See also Justice and Peace page on Diocesan website to read the diocesan social and environmental 
policy and a discussion paper on Laudato Si’. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veronica Whitty  
 



The life of Edith Stein 
 

Edith Stein (1891-1942) was born into an Orthodox Jewish family in Bresau, but rejected her family`s faith. 
She studied under Edmund Hussel and completed her doctorate on the nature of empathy by the young 
age of 23. 
 
She became interested in religion and read St. Teresa of Avila`s life overnight. By morning she concluded: 
“This is the truth”, perhaps being particularly moved by the fact that Teresa of Avila had mixed Jewish and 
Christian blood. 
 
Stein was baptised a Catholic on New Year`s Day, 1922 but continued to attend synagogue with her mother 
feeling that in accepting Christ she had been reunited by a mysterious path with her Jewish roots. 
 
She spent a decade teaching German to girls in a Dominican school before returning to academic life. Her 
chief interest was the Catholic education of girls and women. She gave many talks at the meetings of the 
Association of Catholic Women Teachers. 
 
Her first academic post was in Munster in 1932 just as the Nazis were forcing the dismissal of Jewish 
professionals and she lost her job. 
 
She entered the Carmelite Order, as had Teresa of Avila 400 years earlier. Her mother wept and accused 
her of abandoning her people in time of persecution but Stein never ceased to recognise her Jewish 
identity. Today we remember her by her Jewish name before we remember her religious name. 
 
She was clothed on April 15th, 1934. Her religious name was Sr. Teresa Benedicta a Cruce -Blessed by the 
Cross, a name chosen to refer to the fate of the people of God, which even then was beginning to reveal 
itself. The Order removed her to Holland for her safety but she had to wear the yellow Star of David on her 
habit when the Nazis invaded. 
 
Her sister Rosa, a lay woman and fellow convert joined her. On August 2nd, 1942 the Nazis came to take 
them both away. “Come, Rosa, we are going for our people”, are her famous words as they left. They died 
in the gas chambers at Auschwitz on August   9th that year. 
 
Stein wrote clearly and confidently about the Eucharist. In her essay on the “Ethos of Woman`s 
Professions” she states that it is through the power of grace we receive divine life. This divine life itself is 
the inner driving power from which acts of love come forth. 
 
“Whoever wants to preserve this life continually within herself must nourish it constantly from the source 
whence it flows without end- from the holy sacraments, above all from the sacrament of love. To have 
divine love as its inner form, a woman`s life must be a Eucharistic life. Only in daily confidential relationship 
with the Lord in the tabernacle can one forget self, become free of all one`s own wishes and pretensions, 
and have a heart open to all the needs and wants of others. Whoever seeks to consult with the Eucharistic 
God in all her concerns, whoever lets herself be purified  by the sanctifying power coming from the 
sacrifice at the altar, offering herself to the Lord in this sacrifice, whoever receives the Lord in her soul`s 
innermost depth in Holy Communion cannot but be drawn  ever more deeply and powerfully into the flow 
of divine life, incorporated into the Mystical Body of Christ, her heart converted  to the likeness of the 
divine heart.” 
  
By sharing the Eucharistic life, she maintains, we expand ourselves, the small and large needs of individual 
existence lose importance.  
 

 



“Those who live with Holy Church and its liturgy, i.e. as authentic Catholics, can never be lonely: they find 
themselves embedded in the great human community; everywhere, all are united as brothers and sisters in 
the depths of their hearts. And because streams of living water  flow from all those who live in God`s hand, 
they exert a mysterious magnetic appeal on thirsty souls. Without aspiring to it, they must become guides 
of other persons striving to the light; they must practise spiritual maternity, begetting and drawing sons 
and daughters nearer to the kingdom of God.” 
  
She sees sharing in the Eucharistic life as understanding that God in the tabernacle is a friend who listens. 
  
“Whoever is imbued with a lively faith in Christ present in the tabernacle, whoever knows that a friend 
awaits here constantly- always with the time, patience and sympathy to listen to complaints, petitions and 
problems, with counsel and help in all things- this person cannot remain desolate and forsaken even under 
the greatest difficulties. He always has a refuge where quietude and peace can again be found.” 
  
“It is most important that the Holy Eucharist becomes life`s focal point; that the Eucharistic Saviour is the 
centre of existence...that the day` happenings are deliberated with Him. In this way God is given the best 
opportunity to be heard in the heart, to form the soul and make its faculties clear-sighted and alert for the 
supernatural. It then comes about of itself that one sees the problems of one`s own life with God`s eyes 
and that one learns to resolve them in His spirits.” 
  
She recommends that the day begin with the Eucharist, since this practice helps activities for the day to be 
prioritised, giving recipients the strength to carry out what needs to be done. 
 
“When the Lord comes to me then in Holy Communion, then I may ask Him, “Lord, what you want of me?” 
(St. Teresa). And after quiet dialogue I will go to that which I see as my next duty.” 
  
This, Stein maintains, always helps her to enter the day`s activities joyfully, courageously and energetically. 
 
St Teresa of Avila was canonized 45 years after her death. Sister Benedicta was canonised 56 years after 
her death. 
  

  Edith Stein, (1891-1942) 

 
Sources: Edith Stein “Woman” second edition of "Essays on Woman", revised 
Translated by Freda Mary Oben, PhD 
ICS Publications, Institute of Carmelite Studies, Washington,DC 
Quotations above are taken from three essays: 
“Ethos of Woman’s Professions” 
“Spirituality of the Christian Woman”  
“Fundamental Principles of Women`s Education.” 
"The Life of Saint Teresa”, Penguin Classic.  
All Saints by Robert Ellsberg. The Crossroad Publishing Company. 

Veronica Whitty 



      Book Review:  

To the Margins: Pope Francis and the Mission of the Church 

By Andrea Riccardi – Founder of San`Egidio Orbis Books £20 

This book of 184 pages the size of a hand points to the future of the Church with fewer personnel. It argues 
Christianity needs to return to its origins on the margins if it is to flourish; from the beginning Christianity 
was a movement by people on the margins of society. Jews, it argues, were a marginalized people and 
Jesus was a marginalized Jew within Jewish society.  

It suggests that the pastoral system is inadequate. Those who live on the margins of large cities will be 
more attracted to smaller communities of Christians reading the Gospel, praying and helping each other. In 
his short chapter: “Women on the Margins” he describes approaches that are “feminine, friendly and 
Christian”, sharing the lives of poor people on an equal level such as the Little Sisters of Jesus, the Order 
based on the principles of Charles de Foucauld (1858-1916). 

The Worker Priest movement (1943-1954) championed by Archbishop Suhard of Paris brought priests 
alongside working-class people on the margins.  Suhard commented “there is a need to get out of our 
house and walk among them” [lay people].  Worker priests discovered unsuspected positive values much 
richer from a spiritual point of view than they had learnt during seminary training or in Catholic 
associations. Karol Wojtyla was sent to study their activities in 1947. 

Suhard wrote: “We are ten centuries behind, with a ten-century handicap. Some day or other...we will be 
forced to return to gospel simplicity. We have adopted the faults of rulers. When I go into a working-class 
district I am ashamed.” 

The writer of this book, Andrea Riccardi, explains the origins of the San`Egidio movement, which he 
founded, in Rome in 1968. Students went into the poor area of Rome and helped marginalized people 
create a different church where poor people felt at home. With the growth of mega-cities world-wide and 
the accompanying problems of violence, crime, gangs etc. these 21st century marginalized people challenge 
the Church, which has fewer personnel to deal with the situation. The problems can`t be tackled by 
dividing terrain into pre-defined areas: the pastoral system is inadequate.  

The Catholic Church still has a territorial vision. It is divided into dioceses and parishes. Those dioceses 
which have been carved up have not always been successful or innovative. It would be better if the Church 
were reborn on the margins to make room for Christian communities and experiences that arise there. 

In a globalized world we cannot reproduce the Church structure of previous centuries. How will the Gospel 
reach this globalized world where religion is nebulised? 

Veronica Whitty  

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS FROM CAFOD 

 
Retreat with CAFOD this November  

Have you ever felt a conflict between living out your faith and the pressure of living a busy, modern life? 
Have you ever thought about what it means to be 'holy', to live more simply and in deeper contemplation? 
 
Pope Francis offers some ideas in his new letter, Gaudete et Exsultate (Rejoice and Be Glad). He 
encourages us to open our eyes, ears and hearts, to be unsettled by the words of the Gospel and expand 
our often limited horizons.  
  
This November, you are invited to take time out of your everyday life to explore Scripture and Church 
teaching together and be inspired by one another and CAFOD’s campaigning and work overseas. 
 
The retreats are free of charge and all are welcome. This will be especially useful welcome you if you’re 
leading campaigns in your parish. You can book your place by going to the CAFOD website. (There is also a 
link to this on the Justice and Peace department page on the diocesan website)  

Dates for your diary:  

Sunday 18 November CAFOD Memorial Mass, 10.00is at Our Lady Queen of Peace, Station Road, 
Penshaw DH4 7JZ. All are welcome 

CAFOD Campaigns Retreat, Saturday 17 November, 10.00am to 4.00pm, Minsteracres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Upcoming Events 
October 13th 11.00am, Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, to mark the Canonisation of Oscar 

Romero, patron of the National Justice and Peace Network  

Calendar from NJPN website  

OCTOBER 
13 ‘Migration I was a stranger and you welcomed me’: Birmingham J&P Assembly: Solihull  
birminghamjandp.org.uk 
13 Modern Day Slavery and Trafficking: Northampton J&P assembly: Luton:  
franforster2@gmail.com; 01494 875 485 
14 Canonisation of Oscar Romero: Rome: romerotrust.org.uk 
14 Prisoners’ Sunday: prisonadvice.org.uk; 207 735 9535 
14-20 Prisons Week: prisonsweek.org 
14-21 Week of Prayer for World Peace: weekofprayerforworldpeace.com; 0208 968 4340 
16 End Hunger UK Conference: London endhungeruk.org/conference; 07455 688 535 
17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty:unmeditation.org/october.cfm#idep 
20 Just Spirituality Day of Reflection: Mytholmroyd:leedsjp.org.uk/events 
20 How are we shaping the future of our planet?’ Bury St Edmunds:  
christiansaware.co.uk; 0116 254 0770 
20 White Poppy Making Workshop: Hitchin: paxchristi.org.uk/events; oliasah-peace@yahoo.co.uk 
21-28 One World Week: The World is Changing - How About Us? oneworldweek.org 
22 Oct -18 December Unlocking Detention-A virtual tour of the UK’s immigration detention estate:  
unlocked.org.uk  
23 A nuclear weapons free world: What can Christians do? Nottingham christians@cnduk.org; 020 7700 4200 
24 United Nations Day: unmeditation.org/ 
24 Chester to Newport Peace Train: Collecting messages along the line:chestercnd@gmail.com. 01244 679 051 
26 Europe for the Many’: London: globaljustice.org.uk/events; 0207 820 4900 
27 Hallam J&P Conference - Pax Christi icon: Rotherham: apeacey@btinternet.com 
NOVEMBER 
3 National Mass of Thanksgiving for the Canonisation of Oscar  
Romero: Southwark RC Cathedral:romerotrust.org.uk/ 
3 ‘Active Remembrance and Waging Peace Together: London abolishwar.org.uk; 020 3397 3019 
10 Nottingham J&P Assembly: Lincoln: jpnottingham.eventbrite.com 
11 Remembrance Sunday 
11-18 Interfaith Week: interfaithweek.org; 020 7730 0410 
17 NJPN Open Networking Day: London, 10.30-1.30 
17 3.00pm: Solemn Evensong... for the Canonisation of Oscar Romero: Westminster Abbey:  
eventbrite.co.uk/e/48330137743  
17 Green Christian Annual Meeting: London: greenchristian.org.uk; 0845 459 8460  
17 Church Action on Poverty Conference: Manchester church-poverty.org.uk/conference; 0161 872 9294 
18 World Day of the Poor: csan.org.uk; 020 7281 029719 International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church: 
csw.org.uk; 020 8329 0010 
DECEMBER 
1 World AIDS Day: National AIDS Trust: worldaidsday.org 
1 Prisoners for Peace Day: wri-irg.org/en/campaigns/ 
3 Jesuit Refugee Service Advent Service: Londonjrsuk.net; 020 7488 7310 
8 Christmas Concert for Human Rights: Birmingham freedomfromtorture.org/events 
10 UN Human Rights Day: unmeditation.org/ 
11 Pax Christi Advent Service & Christmas Market: Londonpaxchristi.org.uk; 02082034884 
18 International Migrants Day: un.org/en/events/migrantsday 
30 Sunday Worship led by Sarah Teather, JRS: Radio 4 8.10am 
 



 
 
2019 
JANUARY 
11-13 Christians Aware Annual Conference: Swanwick christiansaware.co.uk/calendar; 0116 254 0770 
18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: ctbi.org.uk; 0207 6547254 
20 Peace Sunday: paxchristi.org.uk; 0208 203 488420 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees: w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/ 
26 Arundel & Brighton J&P Assembly: 01293 651 154 
27 Holocaust Memorial Day: hmd.org.uk 
 
FEBRUARY 
NJPN Open Networking Day: Date and venue tbc. Watch justicepeace.org.uk/njpn-Meetings 
2 Cultural Exchange with China AGM: London: cecchina.co.uk 
8 Day of Prayer for Victims of Human Trafficking: catholicchurch.org.uk 
14 Climate Coalition Show the Love: fortheloveof.org.uk 
17 Racial Justice Sunday: catholicchurch.org.uk; carj.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

If you have any news/articles for inclusion in our winter 
newsletter, please let me have them by December 31st 2018. 
Please send them, preferably as a Word Document, to 
lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com.  
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